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Easter
Allyson Sawtell, 6/24/19

We need no poems for Easter. Easter just is. Exploding in light and wonder.
No words needed, no words contain.
No one really understands it, anyway.

What really came bursting, questing, leaping from the tomb?

What did the women really see?

More than a beloved: something that made sense in all that jumble of things, pebbles
scattered, sharp and alone.

Something that put things together. Something of “Yes! That’s it!”

Something that made them live, tears still damp on their faces, burial spices still scenting their
hands.

Something that made them run and tell the others, who, predictably, did not believe. But they
ran to tell anyway.

In the midst of all the chaos, a comprehension, a “Yes!”
We need no poems for Easter. It’s intuitively obvious.

Light bursting forth, with more questions than answers, but heartfelt energy that pricks at the
lethargy of grief and endings.

Whatever it is, something more. A tangled web of unknowing and questions, bright and shining
though, as only something of joy and hope can be. A web that connects us — to life, to
each other, to all that is holy, to all Creation.

The story isn’t over, the work not yet done. There are still more tears to be shed, more
confessions to be made. Pilate’s army does not “go gentle into that good night*.”

Easter comes anyway, with power of its own, scoops us up into its bright and shimmering arms,
scatters us like so many rose petals: “Now then, go!”. And somehow, when we’re at our
best, we do. We let ourselves be flung out into the world with what courage we can
muster, and what love we can embody, daring to believe another world is possible, daring
to believe we can participate in its creation.

No, we don’t need any poems for Easter.
Easter is so simple, after all.

* Dylan Thomas
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